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March 5,2004 

Mr, Jeffixy HoIiDstea4 
Assisiant Admioiscracar 
Office o:r Air and Radiation /''" 
U.S. Emdrbmnenial Protection Agency 
Room 5̂ 1-26 
USEPA Headquaters, Arid Rios Building 
1200 Pemsyivania Ave. N.W. , 
Washington. DC 20460 

Dear Mr HoJmstead. 

Of I Monday. March 15,2004 at the Southwest horida Water Management District 
Headqiiartejra. in the west wing. 170 Century Drive. Bartow. FL 33830, the Government 
Refprm (:Jomraittce's Subcommittee ou Technology. Infonnation Policy, 
Intergovismmental Relations and the Census will conduct an oveislght hearing on 
"Phosphogypsum: Should We Just Let It Go To Waste? -Part 2." The purpose of this 
hearing ij to identify the risks of phosphogypsum and its potential uses. On behalf of the 
Subcomroittee, I respectfully request your testimony at this hearing. 

Ifri989, tiie-U;SrEnvironmental-Prot6Ction Agency determined phosphogypsum a 
'Vaste" iind baimed the use of it in any leapect Sfacking it became required nnder ttie 
rule base! on EPA's risk assessment of the product du© to the lower levels of radiation it 
contains. In 1992, the EPA modified the rule to allow phosphogypsum with an average 
radium-226.concentration of Zess than 10 picocuries/gram tof agricultural applicatiion as a. 
soil amecdment, and in 1999, EPA promnlgated a rule'raising the limit of quantity of 
phosphogypsum that may be used for indoor research and development from 700 to7,000 
lbs. and clarifying sampling-requirements and proced\ires. These ore steps in the r j ^ t 
direction. 

Utilization of phosphogypsum in a commercial sense can serve the public us well 
as industiy. There is a need for sound science to iruthfijlly establish that the danger 
involved, however plausible, is cxuremely unlikely. The accumulation of the.clieinical 
product bas become a paramount concem in recent years. Currently more than one. 
billion tons of phosphogypsum rests in 24 stacks in Florida, and events such as the 
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poientialy catastrophic apiil at Piney Point and the efforts taktsn to assure environmental 
protection have raised federal, state and local concems. 

I'̂ he Subcommittee recognizes Che need to understand the risks of phosphogypsum 
and the lEPA rulings. At the same time,̂  it is advantageous to explore the uses of Jt as a 
road bass, a soil amendment, a landfill cover and decomposer, and a construction 
materiaL 

I'o assist the Subcommittee with its preparation, we ask that you email an 
electronic version of your statement and biography in Word format to 
Ursuia,'V/oiciechowski@maiLhDuse.gov bv 12pjn-. Wednesday. Mardi 10. 2004> In 
addition, we ask that you bring 100 copies of your materials with you to (he hcailag. The 
length of your writteivtestimony is not limited, however, your presented testimony should 
be limited to S minutes in order to provide sufficient time for questions finom 
Subcommittee members. Your complete written statement will be EUbmitted for the 
record. • 

Furthermore, we would ask that all noh-goyemment witnesses submit with their 
biography a listing of any federal grants/contracts received in the previous fiscal 3'car. 

In addition, according to Section 210 of the Congressional AccountabiMty Act, the 
House o:* Representatives must be in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act. If you are in need of any special accommodations, based on disability, please 
contact us at least four days in advance. 

I. look forward to your appearance and testimony. Thank you in advance for your 
paiticipaj-ion. Should you have any questions please contact the Subconunittee at the 
above rei'erenced number. 

Sincerelj', 

Adam H. Putnam. Chaiiman 
Subcomcaittce on Technology; Information Policy. 
Intergovernmental Relations and the Census 
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